THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD

Exhibits of human embryos such as are avail-
able in most natural history museums are of strik-
ing interest to all ages of children. But embryos
must be prepared for, must be in good condition,
and perfect specimens. "Embryos are not beauti-
ful, though they make beautiful babies/' you ex-
plain. "They have funny big boxy heads, far-apart
eyes, small bodies." Frequently I have brought a
small collection of embryos to a class at the close of
my talks on reproduction. I carry them in a black
leather case, put them on a side table and then at
the close of the hour say, "Any of you who wish to
may take a look at the embryos when you leave/'
Most of the class comes tumbling up for a look,
but a few slip out, not quite ready. It is because of
these few that we do not pass bottles of embryos
around the class but leave each person free to do
as he pleases without embarrassment.

The children ask where the embryos came from,
how they got into the bottles. The answer has
many pitfalls to be avoided. "Not all babies/' we
say, "are able to come to maturity, that is, to re*
main the full nine months in the mother. Some-
times the two uniting cells of the parents are not
strong enough or perfect enough to finish their
work. It is interrupted along the way, at three or
four or five weeks (or months), and the baby is